Eighth Grade Math
2013 – 2014
Course Description: This course will expand upon math skills students have previously learned as well as allow them to discover new mathematical concepts through hands-on activities.  Students will begin the year working with integers and algebraic expressions, rational numbers, graphing points on the coordinate plane and using different applications of proportions.  As the year progresses students will develop an understanding of concepts such as percents, equations and inequalities, geometry and measurement.  Students will end the year with learning how to use graphs to analyze data and understand topics such as probability, functions, polynomials and properties of exponents.
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Grading:

Tests



25%

Projects


25%

Quizzes


15%

Homework


15%

Math Journals


10%

Participation/Preparedness
10%

Tests/Projects: At the end of each unit students will have a test and/or project to show their understanding of the material.

Quizzes: About half way through each unit students will be given a quiz to assess their understanding of the material so far.

Homework: Homework will be given on a daily basis to practice newly learned skills.

Math Journals: Throughout each term students will be required to write in their math journals. These entries can range from answering a question posed by the teacher, solving a math problem or explaining how they used math in their lives outside of the classroom. 

Participation/Preparedness: Students should come to class prepared and on time.  This includes having assignments completed, a writing utensil and loose-leaf paper or a notebook for notes.  Students should also be willing to engage in daily activities.

Lateness: Homework and Math Journal entries will only be accepted one day late and will receive only half-credit.  Projects – 5 points will be deducted each day a project is late.  If there is any reason a student cannot hand in an assignment on time they must contact me as soon as possible to make other arrangements.

Contact Information:

Feel free to contact me at any point throughout the school year if you have any questions or concerns.  I am available for extra help upon request.  The best way to reach me is by email chopkins@oakwoodfriends.org 
